























Reading The Conference of the Birds

* Islamic spirituality, both learned and popular.) A more detailed historical
- study of “Attar’s specifically Islamic background can be found in Helmutt
itter’s classic study, Das Meer der Seele: Gott, Welt-und Mensch in den
eschichten Fariduddin “Attars (Leiden: E. ]. Brill, 1955).

The length of this article did not allow a discussion of the peculiar
features of “Attar’s own rhetorical style in relation to the Persian language
- and literary norms of his time. However, one can begin to appreciate
- something of the distinctiveness of his language and style simply by
paring The Conference of the Birds with any of the many English

slations from Riami or Khayyam, for example.
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